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August 11, 2021 

 
Dear SCUC Parent/Guardian: 
  
Late Tuesday afternoon, and with no advanced notice, SCUC ISD received word that a temporary restraining 
order (TRO) was granted that blocked Governor Greg Abbott’s Executive Order GA-38 (link) which 
prohibited Texas school districts from mandating mask wearing.  

Shortly after the TRO was granted, Dr. Junda Woo, Bexar County Health Authority, issued this health 
directive (link) mandating the wearing of masks in Bexar County public schools, saying in part, that “schools 
shall follow the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommendations for universal indoor 
masking and require all students (age 2 and older), staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless 
of vaccination status, to wear a face mask indoors.” 

While this appears to be straightforward, for the handful of school districts like SCUC ISD with a few schools 
in Bexar County but a majority of schools and their central administration in an adjacent county, it is not so 
clear cut. 

Districts with Schools in Multiple Counties 

Late Tuesday afternoon and into the evening, our administration consulted with our district’s legal counsel 
regarding our particular situation.  Of our 17 campuses, 15 schools are in Guadalupe County and two (Ray 
Corbett Junior High and Rose Garden Elementary) are in Bexar County.  Our central administration building 
is in Guadalupe County. 

In 2020, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton directly addressed situations where school districts were in 
multiple counties with conflicting health orders.  His opinion letter stated that multi-county school districts 
should follow the health orders from the county in which the central administration building is located.   

SCUC ISD’s central administration building is in Guadalupe County.  Guadalupe County is not under the 
TRO that was granted on Tuesday, and it is our belief that all SCUC ISD facilities must follow the Governor’s 
Executive Order prohibiting schools from mandating face coverings.   

Therefore, at this time all SCUC ISD schools and facilities will continue to follow Executive Order 
GA-38 and will not mandate masks for students, staff or visitors. 

Next Steps in the Legal Process 

Civil District Court Judge Antonia Arteaga’s Temporary Restraining Order is only through Monday (8/16/21) 
at which time she will hold a hearing to decide if the injunction stays in place for the foreseeable future.  What 
we are hearing is that whichever side loses Monday’s injunction hearing will seek to appeal as rapidly as 
possible through the court of appeals and possibly to the Texas Supreme Court.  This could take up to a 
month to play out. 

 

mailto:cealy@scuc.txed.net.
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-38_continued_response_to_the_COVID-19_disaster_IMAGE_07-29-2021.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/168gUApI2fEdiDBCiGkPFfxWrcP9H35Nc/view
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Moving Forward 

At this time, it is our district’s intent to keep our health and safety protocols consistent across our 17 
campuses and throughout this legal process.  Please know that we are constantly monitoring this evolving 
situation and will adjust as necessary based on new information.  We ask for your continued patience and 
understanding as our district continues to adapt to the changing health and legal landscape. 

SCUC ISD continues to encourage unvaccinated individuals and others with personal or family health 
concerns to wear masks when indoors and six feet of distance cannot be maintained.  Also, since no vaccine 
is currently available for individuals under 12 years of age, SCUC ISD recommends that individuals in 
classrooms where students are 11 years old or younger wear face coverings while indoors and six feet of 
separation cannot be maintained. 

SCUC ISD will communicate the extent of any infections in SCUC ISD, including three processes we began 
last year. 

 COVID-19 Dashboard - SCUC ISD will continue to share daily with the public the number of test-
confirmed student and staff COVID-19 cases on each campus. 

 Letters to Parents - Any time a student or staff member on your child’s campus is identified as a 
test-confirmed COVID-19 positive case, the principal will email a letter to the parents of all students. 

 Contact Tracing - When notified of a COVID-19 positive case on campus, SCUC ISD staff will 
continue contact tracing and will notify the parents of all students who were determined to be in close 
contact with the COVID-19 positive individual. 

SCUC ISD is continuing our expanded cleaning protocols for classrooms, restrooms, and common 
areas.  These include wipe downs of high touch surfaces in the school and deep electrostatic cleaning in 
rooms where a test-confirmed student or staff member was present. 

We will continue the education and practice of proper handwashing and employ hand sanitizer all throughout 
our facilities.  Classroom cleaning products will be available for wipe downs between use.  Masks will be 
available at schools for students, staff and visitors who want them and do not have them.   

Getting this information less than 48 hours before classes begin is extremely stressful for all of us, parents 
and staff members alike.  All of us in SCUC ISD are working extremely hard to have a safe and healthy start 
to the school year.  Please continue to work with us as we make the best decisions under our changing 
circumstances. 

Respectfully, 

Clark C. Ealy, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


